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ciple was neutrality in the quarrels of the Great
Powers. Holland was not compelled by treaty to be
neutral, like Belgium or Switzerland, The neutrality
of Belgium was imposed by the Powers at the time
of the separation and was accompanied by the guaran-
tee which Germany broke in 1914; but, Holland, al-
though her geographical position was almost as danger-
ous as Belgium's, remained free to make alliances
and receive! no guarantee. There never was a time,
however, when Dutch statesmen were seriously
tempted to make an alliance with any of the three
Great Powers concerned. Great Britain was not a
military power on the Continent before 1014 and
could offer the Dutch no assistance by land if they
were attacked. She was indeed a great naval power,
and the Dutch navy was not strong enough to defend
the Dutch Indies against a Great Power, but this was
no reason for an English alliance. On the one hand,
no one ever imagined that Great Britain would covet
the Dutch Indies, while, on the other hand, it was
certain that Great Britain for her own reasons, without
any treaty of alliance, would come to the defence of
the Dutch Indies if any other Power were to attack
them, for the Dutch Indies lay on the flank of her
route from India to China and made a line of stepping-
stones from Singapore to Australia, At the Washing-
ton Conference of 1921 the Great Powers interested
in the Pacific did indeed undertake to respect the
rights of the Dutch in the East Indies; but this
promise given to the Dutch did not amount to a
guarantee.
The rivalry of France and Prussia was the one great
fact of continental power politics which overshadowed
Holland from near at hand, and Dutch neutrality
meant first and foremost that the Dutch would not
take sides in this dispute. After the war of 1870 the
danger of aggression came from the side of Germany,